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My Home Town - 11 May 2009 
In 2007, artist Nigel Brown gifted 44 of his works to the newly constructed 
Tauranga Art Gallery, the basis of which form The Brown Years 
exhibition, showing at the gallery from Saturday 16 May. 
 
Brown supported the development of a public art gallery in the city. He 
spent his formative years growing up in Tauranga, attending Pillans Point 
School and later, Tauranga Boys’ College, and was well aware of the 
region’s lack of cultural assets at the time. The Tauranga Public Library 
was the venue of his first exhibition, and work from this period form the 

first phase of the exhibition. 
 
Spanning several decades the exhibition maps Brown’s development as an artist through his Tauranga imagery. 
Beginning with work made as a youth and culminating with the expansive panels (2008-9) painted specifically for 
the Atrium, this exhibition is very much about Brown’s perception of his hometown both now and then, and his 
development as one of New Zealand’s well-known artists. 
 
Brown has established a reputation as a figurative and narrative artist. His works are a blend of symbolic and 
expressionistic approaches that, via his use of social sciences such as history, literature and politics, examine 
issues of deep social concern. 
 
He has received numerous awards, commissions and residencies and is represented in several New Zealand 
public collections and many private collections. In addition to his painting, Brown is also a printmaker and has 
undertaken two significant stained glass window designs. He currently lives in Southland. 
 
Brown will conduct a floortalk on The Brown Years exhibition at 11am on Saturday 16 May. A catalogue written 
by the exhibition curator, Penelope Jackson, also accompanies the exhibition. 
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