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THE ARCHBISHOP Emeritus of Cape Town, Dr Desmond Tutu, has made an emotional appeal 
to the Primates of the Anglican Communion to accept one another, and agree to disagree.  
 
In the open letter sent last week to his successor as Primate of the Anglican Church of Southern 
Africa, the Most Revd Njongonkulu Ndungane, he asks all the Primates to put aside their 
differences in order to deal with the world’s troubles.  
 
He describes how, on a recent retreat: “I felt under considerable divine pressure to address this 
appeal to you and your fellow Primates.” Referring to Luke 15 and its parables of the lost sheep 
and the prodigal son, he writes: “We are most like this God and God’s Son when we are 
welcoming and inclusive. It is almost a defining characteristic of God to draw together, to unite... 
Sin, on the contrary, always divides. It is centrifugal by nature. It alienates, separates, like 
apartheid.”  
 
After referring to unity and fellowship as “a gift from God”, he writes of the “bewildering diversity” 
of God’s creation: “None is self-sufficient, but all are made for interdependence, each making up 
what is lacking in the other. In a world where difference has led to alienation and even bloody 
conflict, the Church is God’s agent to demonstrate that unity in diversity is in fact the law of life.”  
Dr Tutu admits: “I am not telling you anything new.” He continues: “Our Communion has always 
been characterised by its comprehensiveness, its inclusiveness, its catholicity  
 
… We have been known to embrace within this one family those whose views were almost 
diametrically opposed. We said: ‘I disagree with you but we belong together.’”  
 
He then addresses the Archbishop of Canterbury directly: “Please invite [to the Lambeth 
Conference] ALL those in Episcopal orders who are not retired, even those irregularly 
consecrated or actively gay; please, now I appeal to you all, do not excommunicate one another 
seemingly so easily. Be welcoming and inclusive of one another. Commune with one another 
and with our Lord, sacramentally and in other ways.”  
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Dr Tutu ends dramatically: “Our Lord is weeping to see our Communion tearing itself apart on the 
issue of human sexuality, when the world for which he died is ravaged by poverty, disease, war 
and corruption. We are one of God’s agents to deal with these scourges. God has no one but us. 
Please, I beg you all in our Lord’s name, agree to disagree, argue, debate; disagree, but do all 
this as members of one family. Accept one another as God accepts us, however we are, in 
Christ.  
 
“Wipe the tears from our Lord’s eyes; put the smile back on God’s face. I beg you all on bended 
knee.”  

 
http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/content.asp?id=43487 
 

SOUTHERN AFRICA: Tutu urges full 

Lambeth participation 
By Matthew Davies, August 22, 2007  

 

[Episcopal News Service] Archbishop Emeritus of Cape Town Desmond Tutu has 

appealed to Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams to invite all bishops to the 

2008 Lambeth Conference, "even those irregularly consecrated or actively gay."  

 

The Nobel Peace Prize laureate's plea came in a letter to the present Archbishop of 

Cape Town, Njongonkulu Ndungane, in which he also called on all Anglican bishops 

to be "more welcoming and inclusive of one another." 

 

"Our Communion has always been characterized by its comprehensiveness, its 

inclusiveness, its catholicity," he said. "...we are really family, held together not so 

much by law as by bonds of affection. There is no family that is unanimous on every 

single subject." 

 

The Lambeth Conference, the once-a-decade gathering of Anglican Communion 

bishops, is due to be held July 16-August 4, 2008 at the University of Kent in 

Canterbury, England. About 880 invitations have been sent out to serving diocesan, 

suffragan and assisting bishops. 

 

Williams' decision to withhold a small number of invitations was made public May 

22. Among those he did not invite were Bishop Gene Robinson of New Hampshire 

and Martyn Minns, bishop of the Convocation of Anglicans in North America 

(CANA), a conservative missionary effort in the U.S. sponsored by the Anglican 

Church of Nigeria. 

 

Robinson became the first openly gay bishop in the Anglican Communion when he 

was consecrated in November 2004, causing consternation among more theologically 

conservative Anglicans. Minns was installed as head of CANA on May 5, a move that 

has been criticized by some as being divisive. 

 

On May 4, Williams wrote to Nigerian Primate Peter Akinola, a leading critic of the 

Episcopal Church, asking him to cancel his plans to visit the United States and install 

Minns. 
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Williams has said he intends to explore how Robinson might be present as a guest to 

the Lambeth Conference, but he is not contemplating inviting Minns. 

 

In recent months, some Global South Anglican leaders have indicated that they may 

boycott the Lambeth Conference on the grounds that Williams has invited bishops 

from the Episcopal Church who supported Robinson's election and consecration. 

 

"In a world where difference has led to alienation and even bloody conflict, the 

Church is God's agent to demonstrate that unity in diversity is in fact the law of life," 

Tutu said in his letter to Ndungane. "...We are most like God when we are welcoming 

and when we are as inclusive as possible, when we have broken down all middle 

walls of partition." 

 

Tutu was elected the first black South African Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town in 

1986 and was a leading opponent to the country's apartheid regime that employed a 

system of ethnic separation until 1994. 

 

Like his successor Ndungane, Tutu has been a staunch supporter of gay rights and 

advocated for an Anglican Communion that is inclusive of all people regardless of 

sexuality. 

"Our Lord is weeping to see our Communion tearing itself apart on the issue of 

human sexuality when the world for which he died is ravaged by poverty, disease, war 

and corruption," Tutu said. "I beg you all in our Lord's name agree to disagree, argue, 

debate, disagree, but do all this as members of one family." 

 
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/81808_89291_ENG_HTM.htm 


