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• Rohr began by reading from 1 Corinthians 2: 6-8. 

• Throughout history we have created order in the world by forming 
communities around ethnicities, values, religions, beliefs. We decide that 
they, who are different from ourselves, are the source of all our problems. 
This is the mechanism at the heart of history. This mechanism is very 
effective at uniting the group. It allows the group to "export its evil" - the 
problem is "out there". If we acknowledge that the problem is "in here" this 
allows dissent and disagreement to enter our group or our church etc. 

• Rene Gîrard set out to ask what was the central dynamic of human history. 
What is it that motivates individuals, societies and nations to do what they 
do? What is the organising mechanism of human history and human 
interaction? His conclusion? The scapegoating mechanism!  

• We worship the cosmic victim – Jesus Christ. We [generic] killed and feared 
what we should not have feared and killed. 

• By “scapegoating” we create order out of chaos; community without love. A 
side effect of scapegoating is that we become ‘one’ (unified) in our exclusion 
and rejection of the “other” – the other who is not like us! 

• The Cross (pain, suffering) is what transforms us. And yet most people do 
not know how to handle pain. Fear, anxiety, and negativity bang around 
inside them until they can't stand it, and so they look for ways to eliminate it. 
One quick way to diminish pain is to seek a scapegoat – someone to blame, 
even if that “someone” is ourselves. 

• Our self-image ascends by putting down those who threaten us, by 
marginalising them. We scapegoat when we compare ourselves with others 
(for the purpose of making us feel better, more ________________ [fill in the 
gap] than them; when we blame, exclude and judge the “other” in order to 
elevate our ego-self we scape-goat them, for they threaten our own sense of 
self or identity.   

• You pull yourself up by putting them down. 

• We use scapegoating to project (and thus avoid facing) our own evil, 
darkness, duplicity and brokenness elsewhere. 

• The human psyche cannot accept gratuitous love. We think we have to do 
something for it; we have to earn it by an heroic sense of self-sacrifice. Self 
becomes the “scapegoat” – we sacrifice self, our humanity, and our freedom 
for the love of the other. We think we have to “spill blood in order to get to 
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God”. However God turns this own its head in the cross – God spills blood to 
get to us. 

• We will do anything rather than give up our ego. 

• We need an in-depth and transformed inner life. We need a deep, 
transformative inner experience of God. We need transformed hearts. 

• Jesus hangs on the cross in perfect freedom.  

• Genuine religion (in contrast to what he called “junk religion”) teaches us how 
to transform our pain and hurt without recourse to scapegoating the “other” 
(whether “self” of an other). Most of the time Christianity doesn’t help us at 
all.   

• Jesus is “the transformer.” 

• Our unprocessed / un-transformed inwardness is what we project onto others 
– in scapegoating them, we pass it on. We make our lack of whole-ness and 
holiness their problem. They bear the burden. 

• The first level of scapegoating is to make the distinction between “pure” and 
“impure”; between those who are “in” and those who are “out.” 

• In contrast to the welcome of Jesus, the church has been built upon 
exclusion – for example, the heretic is excluded; the poor are excluded; gays 
are excluded etc. The irony is that it is often those whom we exclude who 
most clearly see the reality behind the lies we tell ourselves – they see the 
hypocrisy.  

• If it fills a stadium it isn’t Christianity! 

• Our lower levels of consciousness are entirely dualistic; entirely black and 
white. Ironically God doesn’t make the same distinction – God’s rain falls on 
the just and the unjust. Low level consciousness or awareness is either / or 
thinking. 

• Our enemies, struggles, brokenness and failures are our greatest teachers. 

• Jesus destroys the myth of redemptive violence with redemptive suffering. 
There is not “good violence” and “bad violence” – violence is violence 
whether we tell ourselves its “war” or “terrorism.” 

• We all suffer physically, psychologically and emotionally. Most of us pass this 
pain on to others most of the time. Parents saddle children with their 
emotional hang-ups and unfulfilled dreams. Someone hurts us; we hurt them 
back or store it up and hurt someone else the next day/week/year. Only a 
minority seem to learn to consistently hold on to their pain without it 
destroying them so that it transforms them and those around them. 

• We try (and fail) to live the second commandment before we have lived the 
first commandment. 

• The ego defines itself by saying “I’m not ________________________” It 
defines itself by comparison and competition. 

• The soul defines itself by saying, “I’m just like you.” 

• Navaho Indians, when making rugs, deliberately include an imperfection. 
They call this “the Spirit line.” The Spirit gets to us; transforms us through our 
imperfections, not our supposed ‘perfections.’ Reminded on the cracked 
vessel – our weaknesses and brokenness reveal God. 
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• We need to develop a spirituality of imperfection and brokenness. 

• Jesus, on the cross, hangs between the “or”, between our polarities or ways 
of defining ourselves over and against the other who is not like us (for the 
reason of judging, putting down, excluding etc) – e.g. liberal and 
conservative, homosexual and heterosexual, male and female etc.  In Jesus, 
upon the cross; in Jesus as scapegoat our ways of setting ourselves over 
and against self and the “other” are undone. Jesus holds together the 
differences without rejecting either. There is now no longer Jew or Gentile 
etc. We are called, in Christ, and by means of Christ, to do likewise.  

• Faith = holding the tension of opposites together. 

• The stone the builder rejects (as imperfect, cracked etc) is the very stone we 
need in our becoming. Our brokenness, our woundedness etc becomes the 
very means through which we are mage whole.   

• I also found this cartoon. I like it. 
 

 
 
 


