
VISIT TO CITYSIDE – CHRISTMAS EVE – 24th 

December 2000 
 

Sunday Mornings at Cityside 
 
We are committed to maximum participation and to the development of the 
creativity, gifts and relationships among the community that is Cityside Church, 
so our services generally involve a number of different people leading us in 
different ways. 
 
Our worship often follows this pattern: 
 
1. Call to Worship and Prayer for God’s Blessing 
2. Sung or Meditative worship 
3. Prayer of Confession and Words of Forgiveness 
4. Sermon and Response (Children’s Space operates fortnightly at this point in 

the service) 
5. Bringing of Offerings and Tithes 
6. Concerns of the Church 
7. Prayers for Others 
8. Sending out Song 
9. Benediction 
10. Morning Tea 
 
(Communion is integrated into the service on the first Sunday of each month.), 
Each person leading a particular segment of worship can do so in whatever form, 
style, medium or level of creativity that s/he wishes to. Variety is encouraged. 
This means services vary considerably in style and content (and length!) from 
week to week. 
 
You should feel free to participate or not in any part of the service. 
 
Anyone can join the roster for any element of the service. If you would like to lead 
any aspect of our worship – regularly, occasionally, or ‘one-off - please see Mark. 
Further explanations and helpful materials are available. 
 

24th December 2000 – My Experience. 
 
Kathryn and I attended the CITYSIDE Christmas Eve service (24th 
December 2000) in Auckland – 11.00pm. It was an hour and a half 
drive to get there, and the same in reverse. It was my very best 
Christmas Eve experience. 
 



Approx. 50 people.  Avg. Age range 20-40.  Several small children, 
and several adults older than 40. 
 
Welcomers at the door, but very informal.  No hand shaking but very 
smiley and ‘warm. ’ 
 
Space was a traditional rectangle. Similar size to our building, 
although I suspect ours is a little larger. As you entered the church 
building there was a ‘burner’ burning frankincense.  This had spread 
throughout the whole building.  Very fragrant. Windows were blacked 
out. The ceiling space had racks of spotlights and three slide 
projectors.  Spotlights were directed toward a large golden star (‘star 
of Bethlehem’) and a large golden angel (‘announcing good news’).  
Only lighting was the foyer and some  l a r g e candles in the worship 
space.  All over the floor were large cushions.  There were pews and 
seats on the side and the back quarter of the space.  Virtually 
everybody came in and sat on the cushions.  Some just lay down.   
 
At the front was an advent candle. On each of the four sides of the 
building was a television set which when we arrived were showing the 
lighting of 5 advent candles.  This repeated itself throughout the 
service.  No explanation of their significance etc. was given. 
Projected onto three walls were “Welcome to Cityside”. This then 
changed to lovely renaissance paintings of the Christmas story – 
nativity scenes - the angel Gabriel announcing to Mary that she was 
pregnant etc. These changed throughout the evening.  A different 
scene on each wall.  Prior to the start of the service there was 
relaxed, ambient music playing.  There were three musicians sitting 
on one side of the building.  Two guitars and a lute.  
 
The whole atmosphere was very ambient and relaxed.  
 
Mark Pierson (Pastor) controlled the music, slide projectors, and 
video from a setup on one side of the building.      
 
The service started with Mark welcoming everyone. 
 
Then a guy just stood up and read a ‘psalm/poem’, which introduced 
the biblical theme of light (Jn 1). What he read was projected (slides) 
onto each of the three walls – the same on each.  At the end there 



was a corporate response – something like, “we welcome the Light, 
help us see.” Mark read something and we all chanted “Gloria, Gloria, 
Gloria, in excelsuius” to its ancient rhythms. No musical 
accompaniment.  He then walked over to Mark who had litten a taper, 
which the guy who had read took.  He walked over to the advent 
wreath and lit one of the four exterior candles. 
 
This happened four times.  The last time, Mark walked a 3 or 4 year 
old over to the Advent wreath.  He then lifted the little child up and 
she lit the forth candle. 
 
Mark then lit the 5th and central candle symbolising Jesus Christ as 
the light of the world.  
 
We then stood and sang Silent Night. Words projected onto the 
screen. 
 
Someone stood again and read a biblical text (Luke’s gospel I think) 
which gave a section of the Christmas story. 
 
We sang another Christmas carol. 
 
We then watched 5 mins of the Vicar of Dibley (the episode which 
featured preparation for the church’s nativity play.  This was shown 
simultaneously on the four television sets.  Everyone laughed – very 
relaxing. 
 
Another reading. 
 
Prepared prayers on intercession (4 X). 
 
Another Carol and another reading recounting the birth of Jesus.  
 
Another 5 min portion of the Vicar of Dibley. 
 
Mark gave a 3-min. reflection, which focused our attention of those 
who would find Christmas a very difficult, lonely and painful 
experience. 
 



We then had a song from a CD played, while we each silently prayed 
for some issue or someone.  We were then asked to symbolically 
either light a small candle and stand it in a tray of sand, or people 
could write a prayer, poem on a large whiteboard.  Or, they could 
draw a picture on the white board, which symbolised their prayer. 
 
Mark then prayed a benediction, to which we responded “and God’s 
peace be with you also”. 
 
Everyone was invited to share Christmas cake, mulled wine, coffee, 
and tea.  Some people were having a sleepover in the church, and all 
were invited to a church breakfast the following morning at 8.00am.  
 
The whole service was very simple and participatory to the degree 
that people wanted to.  No pressure.  It was well organised, but in an 
unobtrusive way. Deeply (but not too deeply) symbolic.  All centred 
on the theme of light. Very visual. All ‘learning’ styles catered for – 
kinesthetic, audio, and visual.   Lot’s of participation from people 
(reading’s, prayers etc.).  Min. involvement by Mark, although he 
‘managed’ the slide projectors, video, music (CD’s).  
 
A really special evening, catering for those who visually weren’t 
people I see in churches that I’ve traditionally attended.  It would have 
been very easy to bring non-Christians too (“Yahoooooooo”). 
 
Mark said numbers were swelled by visitors, so I suspect their 
services are typically smaller than 60 people. 
 
 
 


